Haftorah--Bechukotai

In this Haftorah we find reference to the way that the Jews of the kingdom of Judah practiced idolatry.  The text states, “As they remembered their children so they remembered their altars and their ashareihem by the green trees upon the high hills.”

There is a debate amongst the commentators as to what the term ashareihem refers to.  Some argue that the ashareihem were actually a type of tree which idolaters worshipped, while others are of the opinion that the idols were placed under the tree.

In any event as a result of these ashareihem, Judaism developed a great distaste for bringing natural foliage into a liturgical setting.  Rambam writes that whoever brings a tree and places it by the altar is in fact guilty of idolatry.

In fact, the taboo against bringing foliage into a Jewish sanctuary only begins to break as late as the fifteenth century and in reference to the holiday of Shavuot.  Why the taboo finally breaks and at that specific time is another story altogether. 

