Torah Tidbits

Vayishlach 3
Jacob was afraid.  He was about to meet Esav again.  Did Esav still want to kill him?  Had Esav’s anger abated?

Jacob acts afraid: He prepares for the worst.  He prays to God, he sends presents to Esav.    “Ko amar avdakhah Yaakov, this is what your servant Jacob says.”

The rabbis were highly critical of Jacob’s behavior.  Writes Ramban, “The rabbis (tafsuhu) rebuked Jacob for his behavior.”  Here was Esav minding his own business, and Jacob comes along and basically says, “Don’t harm me.”

The Torah says that Jacob took his eleven children.  Where was Dinah?  The Midrash teaches that Jacob was afraid that Esav would desire her so he hid his daughter in a box!  Jacob thought he was protecting his daughter by placing her in the box.  Yet, the Midrash continues that it was because of this that Dinah was later abused by the hands of Shechem.

The lesson is instructive.  Jacob thought he could protect his family by hiding them and acting obsequiously to Esav.  But, according to the Midrash that approach only made him weaker.  

If you act afraid, your fears will unfortunately turn into reality.

