Vayikra

As we enter Sefer Vayikra, the book of Leviticus, we enter into the world of Korbanot—sacrifices

One phrase that constantly reappears at the end of each of the Torah's discussion of sacrifices is the phrase, reach nichoakh la-hashem.  The Torah says if you will bring a sacrifice properly then it will be a reiach nichiach la-hashem, which literally translates as a "sweet-smelling odor before God."


Anyone who has ever smelled a slaughterhouse knows that the odor is anything but sweet.  How can we understand this phrase reiach nichoach?  One approach sees in this phrase a connection to the biblical character, Noach.  Actually, the first time that this phrase appears it immediately follows Noach's sacrifice, when he exited the ark. The torah says that Noach's sacrifice was a reiach nichoach.  Perhaps this is a biblical pun, relating to Noach's name--the smell of every sacrifice is a Noach smell.  


A second stream of thought focuses on the spiritual aspect of this smell.  The word nichoach is seen as relating to the word nachah, serenity.  But what kind of serenity are we referring to?  The great mystical work, the Bahir, says that this smell is a special fragrance that brings down the spiritual energy of God, and, consequently gives us serenity on earth.


What we see from here is that the purpose of this smell is to cause us to focus on the spiritual energy of God and thereby achieve serenity.  This smell is sweet, not in a physical sense, but in a spiritual sense.  

When we read parshat zachor, we are struck with the commandment to wipe out the nation of Amalek--timcheh et zekher Amalek--you should wipe out all memory of the evil nation, Amalek.  However, when we read a passage that also relates to the holiday on Purim we are told by God, emkheh et zekher Amalek--I, God will wipe out the memory of Amalek. 


The question is why in one place God commands us to wipe out Amalek, while in another place God promises that He Himself will wipe out Amalek. 


The answer to this question lies in what our state of mind is on the holiday of Purim.  On Purim it says about the Jews, Kimmu, ve-Kiblu-they ratified and accepted the words of the Torah.  And our rabbis explain that on Purim the Jews return to the same condition they were in at Sinai, before the sin of the Golden calf.  When we are in such a state of purity, then and only then can we rely on God to wipe out our enemies.


However, at all other time when we ourselves are not pure from sin, we must work on our own to wipe out the evil forces amongst us.  Therefore, we also have a commandment to wipe out the memory of Amalek.  We cannot wait for God to wipe out evil.

