Vayetzei


Our Torah which always teaches us valuable lessons, in this parshah teaches us much about love and marriage.  According to scholars, the ancient world did not know the idea of a companionate marriage, i.e. the idea that your spouse should not only be your sexual lover, but also your companion, someone who you speak with and is also actually your friend.  To take perhaps an extreme example, we see from the plays of Plato that in the time of the Greeks if male sought companionship within a sexual relationship, he would not turn to his wife but instead to a homosexual lover.


How radically different are the actions of Yaakov.  Here we see the idea of love overcoming and fighting against entrenched communal ideas about love and marriage.  The community had the custom of marrying the older daughter before the younger one…Yaakov didn't care he fell in love with Rachel, not Leah, and therefore he wanted to marry Leah.


Yaakov's actions show him to be a passionate man consumed with love. Yitzhak was satisfied to have his father's servant find him a wife.  Such a system of pre-arranged marriage is inconceivable for Yaakov.  He wants to select his own wife, his own beloved.


Perhaps this is the reason why Yaakov and Lavan seem to be speaking not to each other, but past each other.  Lavan is coming from a world that has no concept of marriages selected based upon love.  To him it shouldn't even matter who gets married. Lavan can't understand what love has to do with marriage.


Yaakov on the other hand, is horrified at the idea of not marrying the woman he loves.  The Torah says when he found out he had to work seven years in order to marry Rachel, they were in his eyes, ke-yamim achadim be-ahavato otah, like just a few days because he loved her so much.   


Perhaps, then, this is the lasting message of Yaakov.  He taught the world not to view marriage as only a sexual relationship, but also as a loving, companionship.

