Vayechi


As we come to the end of the story of Joseph and his brothers, one question more than any others bothers me.  Trouble in the book of Genesis surrounds the berakhot that are given from father to favorite son.  We see Yaakov getting the favored berakhot, we see Yitzhack getting the favored berakhot, and way back in the very beginning of the Torah we see hevel and not kain getting favored by God.


With all the disaster that this has wrought, why did Yaakov choose to end his life by again giving berakhot to his children, favoring some and casting out others?  Didn't he realize that he was partially responsible for the sale of Yosef since he fostered animosity amongst the brothers by favoring one more than others?

One way to approach this question is to see Yaakov's behavior at the end of his life, as a proclamation that he had been correct in his parenting style.  He blesses his children right before he dies, and in doing so he is saying to them, "I was right to favor Joseph.  Look how much good came out of it--He became the ruler of the land and saved us from famine."  Therefore, Yaakov blesses all of his children at the end of his life as a means of reinforcing the position that he acted correctly in the rearing of his children.


Yet, there is another possible approach to the question of why Yaakov blessed his children--giving some better blessings than others--at the end of his life.  This alternative approach is a devastating critique of Yaakov's parenting style.


Our commentators wonder whether or not Yaakov actually ever knew the truth about the sale of Yosef.  Because if Yaakov knew the truth that Yosef was sold by his brothers, then how come he makes no mention of it in these berakhot?  Ramban explains, that Yaakov never was told the truth about Yosef's sale--the brothers never told and Yosef never squealed.  Ramban proves this point from the fact that the brothers were begging Yosef for mercy after the death of their father.  Says Ramban, if Yaakov knew about the sale, then surely he would have made Yosef swear that he would not hurt his brother's following his death!


This explains why Yaakov kept on favoring one brother over another, right up until the day of his death.  Yaakov was convinced that there was no major problem with his approach.  After all, Yosef achieved greatness specifically because he was trained that way by his father.


According to this approach the tragedy of the situation is that Yaakov was blind to the truth about the devastating consequences of favoring one child over another.  Tragically Yaakov ended his relationship with his sons the same way it began…by favoring one son over another.  

