Vaetchanan

Parshat vaetchanan, begins with Moshe’s recounting of the time he beseeched God to allow him to enter the land of Israel.  It’s an emotional request.  Moshe has led the Jewish people through the desert and all he asks for in return is permission to enter the land which he worked his whole life for.  


Still the response of God is stern.  God says: enough out of you Moshe--"al tosef daber ali od be-davar hazeh."  "Don't continue to speak with me about this matter."  Instead: "Go up on the mountain, alei rosh ha-pisgah,” and look in every direction at the land  


Let’s take a close look at the language of Mosheh, when he recounts the story:  He says vaetchanan el Hashem.  What does the word, vaetchanan mean?  Rashi suggests two interpretations:  One explanation is that vaetchanan means Moshe was asking for matanat chinam, an act of grace.  Moshe is admitting that had no right to enter the country, yet he wished God to extend grace.  Moshe is saying, even though I worked my whole life for the Jewish people, I recognize that I have no legal right to enter the land of Israel.  This is an astounding admission!


A second translation of vaetchanan is lashon tefillah, a language of prayer.  This explanation should also cause us to stop and think:  Moshe, perhaps the greatest Jew of all time has just prayed to God and still his prayer is flat out rejected.


What's the message of these two approaches to the language of Moshe?  I think both approaches to the words of Moshe here are meant to teach us a deep lesson. 


We as a Jewish people have just finished Tishah Beav and have now come upon Shabbat Nahamu, a Shabbat of comfort.  On Shabbat Nahamu we always read this portion of the Torah.  This portion is meant to comfort us.  We as a nation have had many dreams dashed, and as individuals we've all had moments in life where we did not succeed.  Here the Torah is telling us: Moshe the greatest of all also did not fully succeed.  He fell short of his goal of entering the land of Israel, but still he accomplished a great amount.  


This is the message we should carry with us when we face rejections in life--If we don't reach a specific goal…Let’s not look at ourselves as failures in life.  Instead let’s remember that even Moshe fell short of his goal.    

