Toldot

When Jacob came to get the blessing from Isaac, his father thinking that his son was not Yaakov, but Esav, drew him close and embraced him.  The Pasuk says, Vayigash vayishak lo va-yarakh et reiakh begadav--And Yitzhack smelled the odor of his garments.


Says the Midrash, al tikrei begadav ela bogdav--don't read the word to mean begadav--garments, but instead bogdav--treachery.  The Midrash is telling us that Yaakov was acting deceptively, slyly, and maybe even wickedly when he steals the blessings from his brother Esav.


This idea should trouble us--How is it that Yaakov, our patriarch could act so dishonestly?  Why do we idolize a figure who acts in such a fashion.


I can't answer this question right now.  But I can focus on one characteristic of Yaakov that sets him apart from the other people of his times.  If we look at the Torah we see that Yaakov was not the only one acting deceptively.  Yaakov too, was frequently being deceived.  For example, Lavan was constantly tricking Yaakov in his business negotiations.  And even closer to home, we see that Yaakov's own brother, Esav, was also acting deceptively.


How so?  Yaakov had bought the birthright from Esav, so the first-born blessings by right should have been his.  Still Esav never revealed this fact to Yitzhack and in acting in such a manner, he too was acting deceptively.  We have a house full of deception.


If that's the case, then what is the difference between Yaakov and Esav?  The difference lies in their reaction to being deceived.  Yaakov reacts stoically.  He never complains about Esav deceiving him.  On the other hand, Esav reacts with violence.  As the Torah states, when he finds out that Yaakov swindled him, he states ve-a-hargah et yaakov achi, and I will kill my brother Yaakov.  


The difference between Yaakov and Esav is not necessarily in the way they act--they both act wrongly--but rather in the way they react, one reacts with dignity, while the lesser of the two reacts with violence.   

