Shemot

Why did God select Moshe to be the redeeming prophet?  What qualities did Moshe have that separated him from other people and made him worthy to be a prophet?  


One idea that has been pointed out by many commentators--from Maimonides to Achad Ha-am to R. Yaakov Kaminetsky--is that before Moshe was selected as a prophet, he physically demonstrated a concern for the social welfare of other people.  Moshe saw an Egyptian kill a fellow Israelite, and he responded by killing the Egyptian.  The next day, Moshe rebuked a Jew who he saw was about to strike another Jew.  When he got to  Midian, even as a stranger in the land Moshe defended the daughters of Yitro against the discrimination of the other shepherds.


Before Moshe was a prophet, he was an activist--concerned about the social welfare of his people.  Yet, this makes one particular action of Moshe somewhat surprising.  After Moshe was brought to Yitro, the pasuk states, "va-yoel moshe lashevet et ha-ish," Moshe decided to settle with Yitro.  The Midrash states that the word va-yoel derives form the word, alah--meaning oath; that is, Moshe actually took an oath to remain in the land of Midian.  How is it that this great activist on behalf of the Jewish people actually took an oath to remain in another land?  How could he have turned his back on the Jewish people?


One way to understand this oath is by looking at it in the context of the previous pesukim.  Why does Moshe run to Midian?  What precipitates his oath?  The pasuk states that Moshe says to a Jew, "Lamah Takeh Re-akhah," why are you beating your brother.    


Moshe runs to Midian, not because he was afraid of Pharaoh, but because he was so disgusted with the infighting amongst the Jews.  He saw people using their hands--the same hands that are supposed to be used for holy things (like Avraham does when he says, ha-rimoti et yadi le-kel elyon, I lifted up my hands to the holy God), for terrible and destructive infighting.  


What does Moshe do, he takes those same hands, and he uses them to take an oath.  In those days people used hands for an oath.  Hhe swears that he will no longer return to the Jewish people because he is so disgusted with them.  Moshe the great activist throws up his hands in disgust and leaves the Jewish people.

