Pikudei


This parshah begins with, eleh pikudei ha-mishkan, mishkan ha-edut," This is a summary of the mishkan--a summary of all of the intricate halakhot, details pertaining to this great sanctuary--it is a mishkan of testimony.  


Rashi comments that the mishkan stood as a testimony that God had forgiven the Jews for the sin of the Golden calf.


The word mishkan, dwelling, is spelled exactly the same way as the word mashkon, pledge.  Our rabbis say that the mishkan, the holy sanctuary, stands as a pledge of the Jewish people to God--a pledge that they will serve God properly and not follow the path of the sin of the Golden Calf.


In this context, it is relevant to see how our parshah and the entire volume of Exodus, which spends so much time documenting the laws of the Mishkan, finishes.


The last paragraph of Sefer Shemot declares: The cloud of God rested upon the Mishkan at all times, and only when the cloud lifted from above the Mishkan were the Jews able to travel.  Why does this fact conclude the book of Shemot?  


The lesson appears to be that the Jewish people might have lost sight of the goal of the Mishkan.  The Mishkan with all of its brilliant architecture, and jewels, and craftsmanship, really stands not as a testimony and pledge to God, but as a testimony to the brilliance and creative genius of man.  So the Torah by concluding the entire volume with this paragraph is reminding us of a very important lesson; Man with all of his brilliance can never forget that their work, their productivity in this world is not a testimony to the greatness of man, but rather a testimony to the greatness of God.  That is why the story of the building of the Mishkan ends with the phrase that the Mishkan could not move until God Himself lifted his cloud from above the Mishkan.

