Noach

This week's parshah tells the story of two tragic events that affected two different generations.  the Dor Ha-Mabul, the generation that experienced the flood, and the Dor Ha-Flagah, the generation that experienced the division of all mankind for the first time in history.

Even though these two tragedies fell upon two different generations, the two generations still have much in common.  For example the word for the flood in Hebrew is the word, Mabul.   God says, "Va-ani hinnenei maevi mabul, behold I will bring a mabul."  What exactly does this word mabul mean?  It’s actually a great debate amongst the etymologists, but one interpretation sees it as connected to the ancient Akkadian word bubbulu, meaning high tide or flood.  In this context it is also connected to the word Bavel, which appears in our parshah as the home of the Dor Ha-Flagah.  

The two generations are connected in their very essence.  Both committed sins for which the only answer was the mixing up or discombobulating of all of mankind.

What exactly were their sins?  Our sages tell us that the Dor Ha-Mabul was committing all types of terrible crimes:  stealing, murder, and adultery.  On the other hand, the crime of the Dor Ha-Flagah was not a physical crime, but a mental crime--They tried to overcome God.  They tried to outsmart heaven.

The crimes of these two generations match their punishments.  The Dor Ha-Mabul committed physical crimes, and therefore they were punished with the most physical of all punishments--the destruction of the world.  While the Dor Ha-Flagah tried to show how smart they were in defeating God, and therefore their intellectual achievements were hindered by the fact that their ability to communicate with each other was forever hampered.

