Miketz


One of the interesting things about Parshat Miketz is that it always coincides with Chanukah.  What is the special connection between this week's parshah and the holiday of Chanukah?

The answer to this question lies in our understanding of the character of Joseph who figures so prominently in this week's parshah.  More to the point, it lies in a proper understanding of Joseph's relationship with the Egyptian people.  


In chapter 41: 43, the Torah tells us that when Joseph would ride out in his chariot, the Egyptian people would cry out before him, Avrekh, Avrekh!!  Our rabbi's struggle to understand what exactly is the etymology of this word Avrekh. 


One approach sees this strange word as a compound Hebrew word.  It means Av be-chakhmah and rakh be-shanim, father in wisdom and tender in years.  Another approach sees this word as a derivative of the word for berkaim, knees.  According to this understanding, the word symbolizes that the Egyptian people were bowing down before Joseph as he walked before them.  


We see from both approaches a powerful lesson about Chanukah and the character of Joseph.  Chanukah is a holiday that focuses on our struggle with the secular culture around us.  Joseph is the paradigm of a figure that does not shy away from interaction with Egyptian culture.  Rather, he encounters them, and in doing so he is able to influence them and inspire them.  The Egyptian people admire Joseph so much that they shout out, Father in Wisdom or they bow down before him.


Perhaps this idea is best shown by what might actually be the true etymology of the word, Avrekh.  It seems that this word Avrekh is actually a Hebraization of the Egyptian and Akkadian word, Abarakh…meaning viceroy.  If that is the case we have before us a very powerful idea.  The Torah is actually taking an Egyptian word and incorporating it into our holiest text, the Torah.  There can be no better example of the message of Chanukah: Don't flee from secular culture.  Instead incorporate it into our Torah. 

