Ki Tavo

At the end of Moses’ final speech to the Jewish people, in Ki Tavo, he instructs the people (Deuteronomy 27: 2-3): “On the day that you cross the Jordan into the land [of Israel] which God gave to you, you must erect large stones and plaster them with lime.  And upon those stones, you should write all the words of this Torah.”  


Why should we bother to write the entire Torah on large stones?  On a purely textual level it is apparent that the Torah is written on stones to ensure the permanence of the message of the Torah.  Don't write it on fragile paper, but on a hard, durable stone.  In the time of the Torah the stone was seen as an object that was the most durable substance.  The proof of this is that when two enemies made a treaty they pointed to a stone and used it as a witness.  Thus Lavan says to Jacob, in Genesis 31: 48, ha-gal ha-zah ed beini u-veinkhah, this stone will be a witness between me and you."


One symbolism of the stone is its message of durability, as it is used to signify treaties between people, like Lavan and Jacon, or treaties between man and God, as in the case of the mizbeach, the altar that is made only of whole stones.


There is another symbolism to the stone.  The stone also stands against the values of Egyptian society.  Think about it: What are the Egyptians known for?  The Pyramids…which are made of large stones.  In this context, the reason for God's commandment to the Jewish people becomes clear: When the Jewish people enter their own land they should set up their own monument which is the anti-thesis of Egyptian culture:  The Egyptians used their large stones to build vain Pyramids, We should use those same large stones and upon them we should write down the words of the Torah.  

