Ha’azinu

With Ha’azinu, we arrive at the end of our journey through the desert.  The journey ends with a song or a poem that begins with the word Ha’azinu.  


If you think back to Beshalach, our journey in the desert also began with a song.  The first thing that the Benei Yisrael did after they crossed the Yam Soof, the Sea of Reeds, was sing a song, az yashir.  A song accompanies both the entrance and the exit of Israel in the desert. 


How different are the songs!  The first song, As Yashir, is sung by Moshe and Benei Yisrael, the final song is sung by Moshe alone.  The first one celebrates the greatness and the glory of God, the second one, Ha’azinu, is filled with warnings and rebuke.  The first represents the optimism of a people who believe that they are a nation with a special mission, the last represents the pessimism of a leader who sees his nation's mistakes.


It is interesting that according to the Rambam we are required to recite both of these songs everyday in our liturgy.  We need both of these songs in our everyday life-- we need the optimism of Az Yashir, but our optimism should always be tempered with the realism of Ha’azinu. 

I want to focus on the last pasuk of the actual song of Hazinu.  Haazinu is poetry and poetry needs to be read differently than the way in which we read prose.  So if we look ch. 32 : 43, we see a provacative pasuk.  This pasuk discusses the reconciliation of God to his people.  The entire song of Haazinu ends with the following phrase:  "He will bring vengeance upon his foes and reconcile His people to the land."


Now some people have connected this pasuk to the founding of the state of Israel after the Holocaust.  Of course, the Shoah was such a monumental tragedy that absoluteluy nothing can even come near to atoning for it, but this pasuk states that after our enemies have wreaked vengeance upon us God will "reconcile his people to the land."  Or in the Hebrew, ve-khiper admato amo."  


We see here that according to the Torah, the Land of Israel actually has the ability to atone for our sins and comfort us for our punishments.  This is an intirguing idea because this is a troubling concept in Judaism.  We also have a phrase that the death of our righteous people atone for our sins and on Yom Kippur we read about the Sair La-Azazel which also atones for our sins.  So the question that I leave you with today is a s follows: How does this work?  How are our individual sins atoned for by the deaths of righteous people or the death of a Goat, or even the interaction with the land of Israel.  

I'll be happy to discuss this question with anyone privately. 

