Ekev

One of the most powerful phrases in this week's parshah is the pasuk in the first aliyah which reads (8: 3), "Va-yeankhah va-yarivekhah va-ya-achilkhah et ha-man, And God let you starve and then fed you with the man, le-man hodiakhah ki loa al ha-lechem le-vado yichyeh ha-adam ki al kol motzah pi hashem yichyeh ha-adam, in order to teach you that man does not live by bread alone but by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of God does man live."


This pasuk teaches us that man does not live on bread alone, but rather on whatever God wants to sustain us with.  And on this pasuk the great, R. Samson Raphael Hirsch explains that lechem, "bread," is the symbol of man's physical creations in this world.  So lechem does not only mean physical bread, but symbolizes all the physical creations of man in this world. And the message of the pasuk is--Man does not live by his physical powers and creations alone, rather in order to really live, we need the mon, which is our spiritual sustenance.  A real and meaningful life occurs when you have man's physical creations and powers combine with the spiritual sustenance of God.


The language of this pasuk, lo al ha-lechem levado yichyeh ha-adam, should remind us of another pasuk where God says to Adam, lo tov le-hiyot adam levado.  God looks at Adam in Eden and says it’s not good for you to be alone in this world, let me create for you a partner, a woman named Eve. 


We notice that the language of the two pesukim is very similar.  The message is that God looked at Adam by himself and saw that his existence was a very empty existence.  It was an existence based only upon lechem, the physical creations of man, without any spiritual meaning.   God created Eve to teach Adam that the world is not only sustained with the physical.


In this sense Eve represents the mon, she is the spiritual sustenance to counteract the over-emphasis of the physical in Adam.  She is a constant reminder that to the physical that the truly important things in life, the spiritual, family, God, can be found only by not emphasizing too an extreme the physical powers of man.


And so this is the way we read these pesukim, lo al ha-lechem levado, lo tov lehiyot adam levado, its not good for man only to pursue the creation of bread or the creation of power, rather true sustenance comes by combing the physical, with the spiritual, the mon of God.

We are told (11: 6) that during the rebellion of Korach the earth opened up its mouth and swallowed the rebels Datan and Aviram.  Says the pasuk, asher asah le-datan ve-aaviram…asher paztah ha-arets et piha va-tivlaem, that which God did to Datan and Aviram when the earth opened up its mouth and swallowed them.  


This raises a question as to why the Torah only mentions Datan and Aviram.  Why doesn't the Torah here also mention the ringleader of the debate, Korach who was also swallowed up by the earth?  In fact, in parshat pinchas (26: 10), the Torah tells us va-tiftach ha-arets et pihah va-tivla otam va-et korach, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them and Korach.  Why is it that in our parshah the Torah only refers to Datan and Aviram and doesn't even mention the ringleader Korach?

One possible answer focuses on the next pasuk in parshat pinchas which states u-benei korach lo meitu, and the sons of Korach did not die.  In fact not only did the sons of korach not die, but according to tradition the sons of Korach actually repented and became great religious leaders.  If you look through tehillim you will notice that many psalms begin with the words lamenatzeach le-vnei korach mizmor, an ode to the sons of korach.  This teaches us that the sons of Korach took a strong place as leaders in the community.


This explains why the Torah was reluctant to refer to the sin of Korach in Sefer Devarim.  Moshe when he was recounting the incident years later perhaps feared to embarrass a family that now exemplified great righteousness. Moshe refers only to the punishment of Datan and Aviram and not Korach.


The lesson for us is a very deep and powerful one:  Korach's children were not judged by the terrible sins of their father.  No matter how odious a parent is people have the right to be judged on their own accord.  Thus the children of the great rebel, Korach, were in fact exalted by Moshe himself.

