Ekev

In this weeks parshah, Moshe recounts the story of the first luchot, the tablets that God gave to the Jewish people.  Moshe tells the story:  he went up a mountain for forty days, he ate no bread, drank no water, and when he came down, he saw the Jews celebrating around the Golden calf.


The irony of the scene was so strong.  Right before, Moshe went up the mountain, the Jews were commanded in the Ten Commandments, lo taseh lekhah pesel, do not make for yourself a graven image.  And what is the first thing Moshe sees?  He sees the Jews worshipping with a Golden calf--which is itself, a graven image.


As a result of this sin, Moshe must pray to God, so that God will not destroy the Jewish people.  Moshe throws many arguments at God, and his final argument--the one that carries the day--is don't let the Egyptians say God brought them out in order to kill them in the desert.


Let's listen closely to the language of God.  When God decides to forgive the Jewish people, what is the absolute first word that God says to Mosheh?  It is a familiar word, the word pe-sal, God says pesal lekhah shenei luchot avanaim ka-rishonim.  God says to Moshe--engrave for yourself two tablets of stone, just like the first ones.  However, the first tablets were made from etsbah elokim, the finger of God, and these you yourself should engrave.


Think about this for a second.  The sin of the Jewish people was that they made a pesel, an engraving.  And when God forgives them, the first word spoken is the verbal form of pesel, pe-sal--Go out and engrave.  


The message here is a deep one.  God is telling us--Yes, I know you sinned, but you had a lot of energy involved with that sin.  Don't lose that energy; focus that same strength on a positive force.  The same action of engraving, that was used to commit a terrible sin, should now be used to create our holiest object--the luchot. 

