Bereishit

The story is a familiar one.  God created Adam and Eve.  And he told them all of paradise is yours, just one thing you can't do--  Don't eat from the tree that is called in Hebrew, Etz Ha-Daat Tov Ve-ra, the tree whose name is "The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil."  

The snake convinces Chava to eat from this tree, and she in turn convinces Adam, and as a result they commit the first sin in history.  God tells them they will be punished.  Chava's primary punishment is that she will go through terrible pains in labor, and Adam is told that when he works the land he will only succeed through the sweat of his brow.
But if you look closely at Chapter 3: 19-20, you will see that a strange dialogue appears in the text.  God tells Adam that a second punishment that he will receive is that he will no longer be immortal, ki afar atah va-el afar tashuv, because you are dirt as you came from dirt, and to dirt will you return.

The strange thing is Adam's response:  The very next pasuk records his response it states:  And Adam called the name of his wife Chava, because she was the mother of all living creatures.

Now what king of a response is this?  What is this pasuk doing here at all?  So if we think about it, I think this pasuk shows the stubbornness of Adam and the resilience and hope of man in the face of punishment from God.    God punishes Adam with death.  He takes away his immortality-So what's Adam's response.  I do have immortality!  My wife is the mother of all mankind, all descendents of the earth come from her.  So even though you are sending me back to the earth, my name will live on forever.  

This in fact is what the name Chava symbolizes.  Chavah really comes form the Hebrew word, meaning hope.  And what Adam was telling God, was even though you have stripped me of my immortality...my hopes and dreams will live on in my descendents.

Christian theology looks at parshat Bereishit and sees in it the weakness of man.  They get from this the term "Original Sin."    And the "Fall of Man."  According to this approach, Mankind never recovered from the sin of Adam.  

But if you think about it, the concept of man sinning is a constant theme in parshat bereishit.  First Adam sinned with Chava.  Then Cain sinned with is murder of Abel, and then at the end of the parshah we are told of the total corruption of the daughters of the land with the sons of God.  We witness God holding up his hands in despair.

Nevertheless, I would not say that the theme of these stories is the sin of humanity, but rather the 
redemption of  humanity.  God does not immediately destroy man.  He forgives them and only slightly punishes them.  The punishment of Both Adam and Cain is not death but exile.

This is what Jewish theology focuses on in this opening parshah, the idea that man is intertwined with notion of forgiveness and the ability to repent.  There is a passage of Maimonides in the second chapter of Hilkhot Beit Ha-Behirah that states the following:  The place on which David built the Bait Hamikdash was the place where Abraham built the altar for Akedat Yitzh.  And that was the place where Noah built an altar when he left the ark, and that was the altar upon which Cain killed Abel, and that was the place upon which Adam built an altar and Adam himself was created from that dirt.  And Maimonides concludes with the following statement:  Adam mi-makom kaparato nivrah:  Man was created from the place of his atonement.  Rather than focusing on the sins of man, Judaism focuses on the fact that from the very beginning our whole essence is focused on the atonement and forgiveness of humanity.
