Beshalach


Perhaps the most fabulous miracle that happened to the Jews as they were leaving the land of Egypt was the splitting of the Yam Suv, the Sea of Reeds.  This miracle, more than any other stands out as a test of Jewish belief.  

Most fascinating about this miracle is that the Biblical text hardly suffices for our rabbis.  The text literally states that the waters of the sea split, water was on the right and on the left, like two walls.  But there were those doubters who denied the explicit miracles of God and tried to explain them away in a scientific fashion, for example by saying that the Jews crossed the sea at a low tide.


So our rabbis explain that the actual miracle was so much greater.  The pasuk (14: 21) states that Moshe lifted up his hand over the water, va-yibakaku ha-mayim, and the waters were divided.  And on this phrase our rabbis teach, kol ha-mayim she-beolam nivkau, not only were the waters of this sea split, but all of the waters of the world split at that moment.  So great was the miracle of the splitting of the sea!


This begs the question: Why did the Jewish people merit such a great miracle on their behalf?  So if you look carefully at the language the Torah employs, you will notice that the word for the splitting of the sea is va-yibaku.  This same word also appears earlier on in the Torah at the akedah.  There the Torah says about Avraham, that when he took his son Yitzhack for the sacrifice, va-yivaka atzei olah, he himself cut the wood for the olah.  


The Torah connects these two passages, the akedah and the splitting of the sea by utilizing the same words.  Abraham split the wood, God split the water.  


The message of this is clear.  The Akedah symbolizes the greatest possible devotion of man to God--Avraham was prepared to sacrifice his son, simply at the request of God.  This devotion in the Torah is paralleled only by the devotion of God to the Jews at the splitting of the sea--God overturned the laws of nature as a way of showing his love for the people.  The teaching of the Torah is that when we devote ourselves fully to God, we can expect the attention and love of God in return.

