Bechukotai
Bechukotai, begins by telling the Jewish people all of the good things that will be given to them if they follow God's commandments.  The parshah then discusses all of the terrible things that will happen to them, as a nation, if they reject God's mitzvoth.


There is one particular punishment promised by God, which has fundamental theological implications.  God says to the Jewish people, "ve-ha-shimoti et mikdasheichem, if you do not listen to my commandments then I will destroy your Temple."  This promise is interpreted by our rabbis as a warning by God that He will destroy the Temple.


Nevertheless, all is not lost, as Rambam in his majestic work, Mishneh Torah (Beit Ha-Bechirah:  6: 16) writes, "ve-ha-shimoti et mikdoshechem, ve-amru chachamim af al pi she-shomemin, be-kedushatan heim omdim, our rabbis teach us that even though the Beit Ha-Mikdash will one day be destroyed the holiness on which it stands will never be fully wiped out.  Some residual holiness will always remain.


Yet, Rambam in the very next chapter (7: 7) writes again, et shabtotei tishmoro u-mikdashei tirau, mah shemirat shabbat le-olam af moreh mikdash le-olam, she-af al pi she-charav be-ke-dushato omed, and you shall watch my shabbat and you shall fear my sanctuary.  Say our rabbis, just like you shall guard my shabbat forever, so too, you shall fear my sanctuary forever.  Even though it is destroyed, its holiness lasts forever.  And so we see that here also, our rabbis are interpreting a pasuk to mean that even though the Temple will be physically destroyed its holiness will last forever.


The great Egyptian rabbi, Radvaz raises the question, why are our rabbis interpreting two separate pesukim in essentially the same manner?


These are two separate promises from God.  The pasuk of ve-has-shimoti et mikdashechem is a promise by God that no matter how great the destruction, how horrible the holocaust there will always be some remnant of the Jewish people that will survive.  Some physical elements might be destroyed, but the holy sparks will remain.


However, the second pasuk of et shabtotai tishmoru, is a similar concept framed in a positive manner.  But, here the message is very different.  God is telling us that no matter how great the destruction, we as a Jewish people have a responsibility to go out in the world in a positive way and serve God's mission.  Fifty years after the greatest holocaust in the history of mankind, we as Jewish people have a responsibility to rejuvenate like a burning phoenix and serve God in a positive way.    

