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The Torah reading tomorrow begins with the words, ki ani hichbadati et libbo, God says that he has hardened the heart of Pharaoh.  In fact, the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart keeps reappearing through out the beginning of sefer shemot—God promises ani achabed et lev Paroh.        

Many struggle with this concept: How could God harden Pharaoh’s heart.  It doesn’t seem fair.  Where is the free will?

I want leave that question and focus on another aspect of the phrase.  The word kaved….This word keeps reappearing throughout the Exodus story.  The Torah says the locusts were kaved meod—very severe.  We are told that Moshe’s mother is called yocheved, which comes from this same word kaved.

But most importantly it appears in direct relationship to Moshe himself.  Who was Moshe before he was made leader and prophet of the Jewish people?  Some midrashim describe him as a person whose greatness was immediately known at birth, but the text of the Torah tells a different story.

When Moshe was born, the Torah doesn’t mention his name or his parents’ names.  It just says a man went and married a woman and together they had a baby.  The implication is, they had a regular baby, and no one realized that this was someone special.  

Not only did Moshe not appear to be great at first, but he faced sever challenges.  As the Torah says, when God came to Moshe and asked him to be a leader, Moshe responded, “I can’t do it.”  Ki kevd peh u-kevad lashon anokhi.  I struggle even to speak.  I can’t do it.

There’s that word again—kaved, kevad.  It’s the same word spelled the same way.  Moshe says he can’t be the leader, he has too many challenges.  He doesn’t appear to be an angel from heaven.

So God responds by using the same word, kaved, when talking about the redemption of the Jewish people.  God could have picked an angel to redeem the Jewish people, but that wouldn’t have been inspiring.  The most effective way to teach the Jewish people about rising from the depths of slavery was to show them a leader who rose form nothing and overcame his challenges.  This was inspirational.  And so God selected it leader for whom it was kaved—hard or heavy, and said that Moshe will overcome his challenges.  And through his struggles he will defeat Pharaoh.  And so the kaved of Moshe goes to the kaved of Pharoah.  And eventually becomes kavod—as in the annanei kavod—the glorious clouds that escort the Jewish people in the desert.

The true greatness of Moshe was not that he was born great.  But that he became great in life because of his challenges...  Our challenges should not be looked at as problems, but as the source of future greatness.  This is the lesson of the kaved of Mosheh, the kabed of Pahraoh, and eventually the annanei ha-kavod that escorts the Jewish people into the land of Israel.

