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Critics of Judaism argue that Judaism is a racist religion that supports a cast society.  Indeed, only a specific tribe—the Levites, have the right to participate in the priestly duties.

In fact, the Torah teaches the opposite message through the appointment of the Levites as priests.  This week’s parshah (4: 44) tells us that the Levites were substituted for the first born.  In other words, the first born used to have the priestly responsibilities and his rights were replaced by the Levites.

Why did the Levites replace the first born?  After the sin of the Golden Calf, Moshe proclaims, “Whoever is for God come with me.”  Only the Levites came forward.  In doing so, the Levites showed that only they & not the first-born were worthy to be priests.

The Benei Yisaschar points out that the very name Levi negates the concept of a cast society.  The name Levi comes from Leah’s remark, Ha-paam yilaveh ishi, this time God will cleave to me; i.e. my husband will cleave to me now that I have produced a third child.  The name Levi means when you personally produce something you will cleave to God, otherwise you will not.

Thus, the name Levi proves that the first born were unworthy to occupy the priesthood, and it also proves that Judaism fundamentally negates the concept of a caste society.

