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From the second half of our parshah there are many hints that Moshe was not a normal human being. Instead, it seems that he was almost an angel; he was a unique being higher than normal men of flesh and blood.  As Chezkuni writes (34:34), hu hayah me-ziv ha-shekhinah, he was from the radiance of God. 

Look what we are told about Moshe in this parshah.  Moshe is actually able to change God’s mind not once, but twice.  God wrote the first luchot, but for the second luchot Moshe is asked to play a larger role.  He creates the stone for the tablets, he is asked to write a portion of the text (34:27).  God says to him that “no human can see me and live,” and then God proceeds to show some part of His essence to Moshe.  

The people treat Moshe just like they treat God.  When Moshe passed by they all rose, and as Moshe comes near even Aaron is afraid to come close to Moshe.  

Finally, Moshe has a radiance shining form his skin.  The light of his skin is bright that the people are unable to even look at him.  And so Moshe from now on must wear a mask over his face so that the people will not be blinded by his brightness.  Just like no one can look at God, so too no one can look at Moshe.

What are we supposed to make of this?  Why is the Torah telling us of Moshe’s heavenly characters so soon after the people sinned with the Golden Calf?

The people sinned with the Golden Calf because they were concerned that Moshe was delayed in coming down from the mountain.  To us, today, such a sin seems ludicrous.  How could a people create an idol so soon after hearing God’s voice on Sinai.

By telling us about Moshe the Torah is contextualizing the sin of the Golden Calf.  The people were accustomed to having a God like presence in their midst, they were used to the Godly characteristics of Moshe.  It was inconceivable to them to exist with out such a character in their lives.  

The Torah tells us about the Godly characteristics of Moshe in order to soften the nature of the sin.  How can the Jewish people not have been distraught?  After all, Moshe the closes possible thing to God was guilty of the most human crime of being late.  Moshe, their link to God could not be late, he must have disappeared.  How could they not seek another link to God!

