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The Torah commands the Jewish people to uproot and destroy the idols of the pagans upon entering the land of Israel.  However, says the Torah—“lo Taasun kein lashem elokeichem, you should not do so to Hashem your God,” i.e. you should not uproot God’s Temple.

The Benei Yisaschar offers two different comments on this pasuk.  He is obviously intrigued by the proximity of the word lo to ken, which can be understood as “no” and “yes.”

In one comment he suggests that this verse illuminates the rabbinic concept that of aveirah lishmah, sometimes a sin that is done for the right reasons is better than a mitzvah done for the wrong reasons.  Thus, we should read the pasuk: lo—a prohibition, Taasun kein lashem elokeichem, You should violate for the Hashem your God.  That is—under certain circumstances--for the intention of worshipping Hashem we should violate prohibitions.

A second approach also plays on that phrase.  This time the Benei Yisaschar understands the word ken to mean, “the same exact thing.”   Thus, the verse means you should not always do the same thing in your worship of God.  It is wrong to follow a strict, never changing regimen in worshipping God, because worship requires different things.  It requires spontaneity and changes based upon the world.  Thus, when worshipping Hashem, lo taasun ken, do not always do the same thing. 

