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Why is Sefer Vayikra, the Book of Leviticus, so boring?  The answer is not because the list of sacrifices is irrelevant and uninteresting.  On the contrary, they are very interesting, and can give us much insight into living religious lives.  The answer lies elsewhere.

There is a famous Chinese curse.  “You should live an interesting life.”  Boring isn’t always so bad.  Imagine if life in Israel would be boring now…what a blessing that would be!  A boring life means a life without disaster, without horrors, without afflictions.

This is the reason why we find Vayikra so boring.  In the other books of the Torah we are constantly reminded of the unpredictability of life.  We are told of the wrath of God, of the sins of man.  Sandwiched right in the middle of all of this is Va-yikra.  

Vayikra is a gentler utopian society: A society where people follow the rituals, obey the laws, and live life properly.  When seen in the context of the other books, our natural response is to assume that Vayikra is boring.  But we should not groan and say it’s boring.  Rather we should smile and say, “Halavai that life would be so boring.” 

