Torah Tidbits—Vaerah 5762

Moses the most modest of all men protests to God that he cannot go speak to Pharaoh because he has arel sefatayim, defective lips.  Indeed, Moses says this phrase not once, but twice.  (Exodus, 6:10, 6:30.)  God responds to this by promising Moses that he will send Aaron along to help him.

Indeed, this exchange is troubling since, a very similar conversation between Moses and God had already occurred.  Earlier when God first reveals himself to Moses (Ex. 4: 10), Moses demurs: “I am not a man of words.  My language is heavy.  To which God lashes out and says to Moses: “Who placed a mouth in man, if not God?”  

Why after God already rebuked Moses for claiming that he has defective speech, does he offer the same excuse again, not once but twice?

Looking again at Moses’ words to God, we see that in reality he does not offer the same excuse a second time.  When Moses says he has arel sefatayim, he is saying something much deeper.  Arel in the Torah refers to a plant or a body part that has potential but is not being utilized properly.  Moses is thus declaring to God, I am not worthy to go before Pharaoh and speak because I am a poor speaker.  And I know that you, God, give human beings the power to speak.  But my problem is not that I cannot speak but rather, that I am not using properly the talents of speech that you have given to me.  Therefore, how can I go before Pharaoh and ask him to allow the Jewish people to utilize their talents as free people, when I myself am not free.  God declares, “Go with Aaron, and together as a team you will be successful”.

Moses learns from this that sometimes in order to access our own inner potential we must work together with others in ways we could not have imagined.  Thus we read that Moses was like a God and Aaron was like his prophet.     

Haftorah

Some modern scholars argue that the first nine plagues that were visited upon the Egyptians can all be explained by natural phenomena.  For example, some suggest that the first plague of having the water in the Nile turn into blood really just relates the reality of excess flooding causing the sediment soil around the Nile to discolor the water of the Nile.  Indeed, some scholars even try to suggest that the sequence of these plagues actually relates to natural events.

If God was trying to show His superiority and mastery over the Egyptians, why did He not do so in a manner that demonstrated beyond any doubt that what was involved was the hand of God in a supernatural fashion?

The answer lies in the Haftorah of this week, where Pharaoh declares (Ezekiel 29: 3), “The Nile is my own, and I made it.”  The Egyptians believed that they were thee master’s of Nature, the Gods of the earth’s ways.  Thus, God responds by showing them, and also us, that humans do not control nature.  We struggle to understand it, but the more we learn, the more we recognize that God’s ways will be forever sealed.   

