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In chapter 48, Jacob blesses his grandchildren, Efraim and Menashe.  To Joseph’s astonishment, Jacob deliberately switches his hands and places his right hand on the younger son, Efraim.  Jacob explains that he has done this because the younger son, Efraim, will be even greater than the older son Menashe will.

This scene should call to mind chapter 27, where Jacob deceives his father, Isaac, and receives the blessings that were originally due to Esav.  Many of the words in this scene recall the earlier incident.  For example Jacob too, was called near to Isaac so that Isaac could feel his hands to see whether or not they were hairy.  Here too, Jacob calls his grandchildren near, but not to test them, just to embrace them.   

What is the purpose of these many parallels and why the drama surrounding the blessing here?  By intentionally blessing the younger son in this public fashion, Jacob is teaching Joseph and his brothers that Jacob was correct in stepping before Esav in order to receive the first-born blessing.  This scene is a replay of the earlier biblical scene, except this time Jacob intentionally blesses the younger son.  Jacob is teaching that that is the way it should have also happened many years earlier with his own father Isaac.
