Torah Tidbits

Va-Yetse
The text this week begins by telling us that Jacob took stones and placed them at his head before going to sleep.  Why do we need the text to tell us how Jacob made his bed before going to sleep?  Why do we need the excessive details of the stone?

 In fact, this story has a circular structure.  Jacob takes stones for himself before going to sleep.  He then turns those stones into an altar.  Upon seeing Rachel, Jacob moves a stone by himself, which a whole group of shepherds could not move together.  Finally, the very last thing that Jacob does upon parting from Lavan is make a stone monument as a treaty, which he calls Galed.  The story begins with stones and ends with stones. 

Stones seem to be at the very center of this story.  Why?

In the Torah stones represent permanence.  Moshe commands the Jewish people to erect the Torah on large stones so that future generations will never forget it.  The tablets themselves appear on stones.  

The Torah is telling us that with Jacob we are entering into an era of permanence.  Previously, each Patriarch had one son through whom the covenant was passed.  The covenant was consequently always in danger of dying out.  No longer!  Jacob would have twelve sons, all worthy of passing on the covenant.

The descendants of Abraham are finally moving into an era of permanence and durability.  The imagery of the stones reinforces this theme.

What was the big deal about the dodaim—the flowers--that Reuven discovered and brought to Leah?  Furthermore, the ensuing dialogue between Rachel and Leah seems distasteful and petty.  Rachel wants the flowers and Leah responds by attacking her and demanding more time with Jacob.  Is this the behavior of our matriarchs?

One way to understand this is by understanding what these dodaim were.  If you look at the ensuing pesukim, you notice that soon after receiving these dodaim, Rachel finally becomes pregnant and gives birth.  This correlation is explained the Zohar on account of the fact that the dodaim were a type of love potion.  Apparently, there was a rare flower, which could be ground down and turned into a highly potent aphrodisiac and fertility pill.

Now the dialogue between Rachel and Leah makes more sense.  Rachel asks Leah for the flowers.  But Leah responds: “You need the flowers to get pregnant, but I also need the flowers in order to attract my husband.”  So Rachel responds: “I will give you Jacob for the evening, just give me the flowers so that I can get pregnant.”

