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The passage of Zachor relates directly to the obligation upon us to wipe out the memory of Amalek.  The Torah commands, timcheh et zecher amalek,” you should wipe out the memory of Amalek.  However, a basic question arises because in an earlier passage, God promises us, Emcheh et zecher Amalek.  I, God will wipe out Amalek.  Presumably, God will fulfill his promise to wipe out Amelek.  So if God has already promised that he will wipe out Amalek, what are we obligated to wipe out?

The great Dodaei Reuven explains that God has promised that he will physically wipe out the evil nation of Amalek.  However, once evil has existed in the world, the evil ideas penetrate into society at large.  It is impossible to physically wipe out such ideas.  Rather, those evil ideas must be stamped out through raising a voice against those evil concepts.  Explains the Dodaei Reuven, God will physically wipe out Amalek, but it is our job to work against the spread of evil ideas in this world.  

In Judaism there is not only an obligation to promote positive ideas and values; there is also an obligation to work against the evil ideas of the world.  The two go hand in hand: If we do not work against evil ideas and concepts then all our positive teachings will be for naught.

The Torah actually equates the two.  The most positive teaching in the Torah, i.e. Shabbat, is taught through the word zachor.  Remember the Shabbat.  So too, the obligation to wipe out Amalek is taught through the word zachor.

The mitzvah of Amalek teaches us that just as important as it is to spread positive values, it is also important to stand up against the evil ideas of the world. 

