Zachor

We are now about to read parshat Zachor.  This passage contains the central element of Judaism.

The Torah tells us that Amalek was a predator nation; they attacked us when we were tired and weak; they showed no fear of God.  It’s often assumed that this passage commands us to actually destroy all the Amalekites.  If we look at the literal text of this passage it actually teaching us something else.

The text literally states, “wipe out the memory of Amalek,” i.e. meaning the literal commandment is not to kill any Amalekites, but only to wipe out what Amalek stands for: to wipe out from the world ideas of persecution, racism, and intolerance, and to wipe out from the world ideas which at their very basis show absolutely no fear in God.

This then is one of the central teachings of Judaism, and the reason why the reading of Zachor is considered the most important reading:  For it shows us that Judaism holds as one of its center teachings the fight against persecution and racism.

