Vayera

The first scene in the parshah that we are about to read is one of the most well known scenes in the entire Torah.  Avraham is sitting at the entrance of his tent and he sees three strangers coming towards him.  Avraham very warmly greets these three strangers who tell him that he and Sarah will be blessed with a wife.


However, there are a number of very serious textual questions in this scene and I’d like to share just a few of them with you.  The most obvious question is: Why does Avraham need three men to tell him this piece of news?  Certainly one man would suffice!  Also if you look closely at the text you will notice that when Avraham speaks to these three men, he speaks to them in the singular.  He says, “Adonai, my master.”  Now if there were three men, why is he addressing them thus?  


This raises the much deeper question as to what in fact was the physical nature of these beings.  From Abraham’s encounter with them here, everything in the text indicates that they are regular human beings who happen to be prophets.  However, the text then states that these men went on to the city of Sodom, and there the Torah refers to them as Malachim, angels.  So what are they angels or prophets?  When these men go onto the city of Sodom, this group of men which previously was a group of three is now referred to in the Torah as a group of two?  Va-Yavo shenei ha-malachim sedomah?  Where did the third man go?


There are a lot of Midrashic answers to these questions, but the challenge as we read this parshah is to find the textual clues that will help us decipher these questions.     

