Vayera

Tanakh should be read intertextually, with all of the words reflecting and commenting upon each other.  

That’s the way to read the relationship between this week’s haftorah and parshah.  In the parshah, Avraham is married to Sarah, a barren woman.  Avraham then extends his hospitality to strangers who turn out to be angels, who in turn bless the barren woman with a future son.  Avraham is then told to sacrifice his son, and he is about to before the angel comes and tells him not to.

Look at the haftorah.  A barren woman, ishah ha-shunamit, extends hospitality to Elishah, the prophet and his servant Gechazi.  In turn Elishah blesses her with a son.  However, here is the crucial difference.  In this story, the son dies out in the field one day.  And so the woman rushes to Elishah who miraculously revives him.   

How does this story relate to our parshah?  On the one hand, it emphasizes the greatness of Avraham.  By telling us t the natural reaction of this woman, it shows the greatness of Avraham for not questioning God.  And yet, maybe, on the other hand, it tells us that maybe the Akedah story would have played out differently if the command would have been given to Sarah instead of Avraham.  

Maybe like the Ishah Ha-Shunamit, Sarah would not have accepted the verdict of God.  Maybe Sarah too, would have challenged God and His master plan.  Maybe Sarah would have refused.  

As this story shows, it seems that both reactions are valid.  Both the accepting of God’s command and the willingness to challenge a harsh decree are looked upon with great favor by God.

