Vaera 

I would like to raise two textual questions.  The first question is straightforward.  If we look at Exodus 6:14 we see that the Torah lists the full genealogy of Moshe.  The question that our commentators ask is: Why does the Torah wait until now to list the full genealogy of Moshe?  The more obvious place would have been at the beginning of parshat shemot when Moshe first appeared and there the Torah only states, “Vayelekh ish mi-beit levil vayikah et bat-levi.”


Related to this question is another textual question that surrounds this paragraph.  If you look at the text immediately preceding this paragraph, it discusses Moshe’s fear that his message would not be heard.  First in 6: 9, it says that the people did not hear him mikotser ruach u-meavodah kashah and then in 6: 12 Moshe complains that Pharaoh would not listen to him because he has aral sefatayim, a speech defect. 


Why is the text framed in this way: First with Moshe’s difficulties and then followed by the strange placement of the genealogy of Moshe? 

R. Josh Hoffman explained this in the following way.  According to the Sefas Emes, Moshe’s ability to speak to the people depended upon their willingness to hear what he was saying.  The first time that Moshe tried speaking to them the Torah tells us that the people were clearly not interested in hearing him.  The question is why?


One possibility is that there was a great divide between Moshe and the Egyptians.  After all, Moshe was nobility, raised as an Egyptian and now a Levite.  He had never experienced the hard times and bondage.  When Moshe started speaking to the people, their response was, “How can you know what we are going through?”  Then the Torah lists the genealogy of the people.  The message is that if Moshe wanted the Jewish people to hear him, everyone first had to understand that they were nation going back to the sons of Jacob.  They were all one family.  Once Moshe and the Jewish people understood this then his message could resonate with them. 


The message did resonate from them as we see in the section immediately following the genealogical list.  In 6: 29-30, Moshe again argues before God that he is not the right messenger.  However this time it only says that Pharaoh will not listen to him.  Gone is the fact that the people will not listen to him.  Apparently the message was finally understood by the people that their putative leader really was at one with them.

