Torah Reading for Pesach—Day 8

The Torah portion for today deals primarily with the different holidays that we observe.  If that’s the case, we should wonder why our rabbis instructed us to begin today’s reading not from the first holiday recorded in this section, but rather with a different section which has nothing at all to do with holidays.


If you look at the reading (p. 965) you will see that the first aliyah for today deals with the law of a first born animal, which must be sacrificed to God.  But if you look at that first paragraph you will notice that the Torah uses the word p-samech-chet, which normally is read as pesach, the paschal offering.  However, in this case the word means pi-seach; that is if the animal has a physical defect it is not permitted to be sacrificed to God.  And the first pasuk in the very next paragraph begins with the commandment to make a pesach, a paschal lamb for God.


So why does the Torah juxtapose these two terms?  If you notice these two terms can be read either way. Yet, these two terms are opposites.  One is the ideal sacrifice to God, and one is a disqualified sacrifice before God.

They are spelled the exact same way.  It is only tradition, the mesorah, which instructs us how to read these two terms.

Perhaps the message here is that the Torah’s teachings are so subtle that they can easily lend themselves to abuse.  For that reason, the Torah is cautioning us that it when it comes to the center of our religion, our holidays, we should be careful to remember that without the teachings of our tradition, we can possibly perform our actions in the exact opposite way of the Torah’s intentions.

Hafotrah

Today’s Haftorah which comes from Isaiah is one of the central messianic passages throughout Tanakh.  It talks of the coming of the mashiach, and of what this era will bring.  

Through the years different commentators have seized on different themes in this chapter to argue for different portraits of the messianic era.  For example, some have grabbed the pasuk which states that a wolf will dwell with a lamb, and held it up as proof that this era will be a miraculous era where there will be a fundamental shift in the nature of things.  

In contrast, others, like Maimonides, have cited the pasuk which states that the poor will be judged with righteousness, as proof that the messianic era will not be an era full of miracles, but rather an era in which the ethics of the world reach their highest possible level. 

