Noach

As we are about to read the story of the Mabul, the Deluge, two questions should jump out at us.  First:  For what sin was the Mabul brought upon the earth?  And second, if just a few generations after the Mabul, the humans sinned again, with the dor haflagah, what did the Mabul really accomplish?


So our commentators explain that from the fact that the word chamas—violence--is repeated twice in the context of the sins of humanity, that the major sin and the reason for the deluge was the violence of humanity.

And that’s why immediately following the flood, Noah is commanded precisely not to kill anyone, because the Torah wants to emphasize the evil of violence.

This explains why humanity so quickly fell into sin again with the generation of the dor ha-flagah.  The dor ha-flaghah was an attempt to go to an extreme against this violence, and so what happened was people gathered together.  All the intentions were good, but ultimately their unity was misplaced.  And so the Torah teaches that unity too, can be a sin.  

And so we see that the sin of the generation of the Deluge—violence or disunity—was mirrored in the sin of the Dor Ha-Flagah—misplaced unity and love.

