Lekh Lekhah

One of the most mysterious figures comes and quickly goes in this parshah.  The Torah tells us that Malki Tsedek the king of Shalem was a kohen lael elyon.  The implication being that this malki tsedek was also a monotheist like Avraham.  This Malki Tsedek goes out and blesses Avraham.  He is one of the only true allies to our forefathers in the entire Sefer Bereishit.


One of the riddles behind this figure is figuring out exactly where he lived.  Many of the Jewish commentators explain that this kingdom of Shalem is actually the holy city of Yerushalayim.  Rasag, Radak, Ibn Ezra, Ramban all agree that this word Shalem is actually a reference to Yerushalayim, since one time in Tehillim, Yerushalyim is possibly hinted to with the word Shalem; and one other time in The Book of Joshua, we are told that the king of Yerushalayim was not Malki Tsedek, but Adoni Tsedek.


Nevertheless, I would caution against bringing this pasuk into any polemical argument in favor of the primacy of Yerushalayim in the Jewish religion.  Because other non-Jewish commentators like Jerome say that this Shalem is actually a city in the Beit Shan region of Israel.  And even one Jewish commentator, the Netivat Shalom, says that Shalem is just a conglomerate of many different cities.   


In this next aliyah Sarah tells her husband Avram, “Behold I am a barren woman.  You will never be able to have children with me.  Instead, take my maid Hagar; perhaps with her you can have children.”


Now this is a strange request, and in fact Avraham listens to her, as the Torah says, Va-yishmah avram le-kol sarai, and Avraham listened to the voice of Sarah.”


But we don’t know in what fashion Avraham listened to Sarah.  Was he eager to try to have children with a second women or did he do so only reluctantly?


So Ramban explains that the words, “Va-yishmah avram le-kol Saray,” mean that Avram did not want to try to have children with a second women.  He did so only because his wife explicitly told him to do so.   For Ramban continues, if Avraham had really desired to do this, the Torah should have said, “Va-yaas Ken, and he did it.”  Once again we witness the intriguing aspects of the lives of our patriarchs and matriarchs.

