Ki Tavo

The Haftorah today comes from Isaiah and it offers a messianic vision of future redemption.  There will come a time when God will shine his light upon the Jewish people and the Jewish people will reign supreme.

Upon reading this Haftorah one cannot help but be troubled by the triumphal spirit contained within the prophetic message.  

“You will suck the milk of the nations, and the breasts of kings.”  Here is an image of the Jewish people sucking the other nations dry.  Why is this triumphal element necessary?  Why in order for our messianic vision to succeed does the prophet have to portray the other nations as being in distress?

Our own Bobby Spiegel explained to me that the image of the Jewish people seeking the milk from other nations is not an image of Jewish might over other people; rather it is an image of symbiosis.  Even when the messiah will arrive, and Jewish people will be exalted…this will not mean the end of the encounter with the nations of the world.  Like milk nourishing a baby we will continue to be nourished and to draw strength from the nations of the world.

The arrival of the Messiah will not signal the end of the Jewish interaction with the world, but instead the perfection of the harmony of all the different nations of the world.

