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If we look at the end of chapter 10, we see a peculiar interaction between Moshe and Pharaoh.  Pharaoh says, “I don’t ever want to see your face again, for on the day that I see your face you shall die.”  And Moshe responds, “lo osif od reot panekhah, I shall not see your face again.”


Now in order to fully understand this exchange, we should remember that the whole argument for freeing the Jewish people was a theological argument.  Moshe asks Pharaoh for three days in order to worship God.  The argument for freedom was an argument for religious freedom.


In this context the exchange between Pharaoh and Moshe makes sense: Pharaoh had pretensions of himself being a God.  But Moshe is reminding him here, “I can see your face you are no God.”  And this is of course in marked contrast to what Hashem tells Moshe, “Lo tukhal lirot pani, ki lo yirani hadam va-chay.”  “You are unable to see my face, because no human being can see me and live.”  The point is: No one can see the face of a real God. The Torah emphasizes this exchange between Moshe and Pharaoh in order to show that Moshe had utterly exposed the corruptness of Pharaoh’s theology.  Pharaoh’s face was clearly visible, so it is clear that he was not a real God.
