Haftorah-Behalotchah
Our parshah today began with a description of the Menorah of Aaron.  So too, our haftorah today discusses a vision of a Menorah of Zechariah the prophet. 

Zechariah envisions a candlestick with seven branches and on each side of this candlestick there are two olive trees.  An angel explains to Zechariah that the purpose of these olive trees is to teach us:  “lo ba-chayil, ve-lo ba-koach ki im be-ruchi, that God’s presence is found not through strength or force but through my spirit.”

Most commentators explain that this means that the purpose of these olive trees is to show that the Menorah is self-sufficient.  The olive trees provide for it, and so too, God will provide for the Jewish people with comfort.

Perhaps another explanation is to look at the power of the 7 branched candelabra.  Like God, fire is sometimes associated with great and powerful force.  The message of these olive trees is that God’s presence, like the true origins of fire, is not found through force, but through the beauty, simplicity, and tranquility of the world.

