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Aside from the vicious, anti-Semitic manner in which the Jews of the Passion are generally portrayed, the Priests—the kohanim—in particular are painted terribly.  They appear as a corrupt group only worried about retaining their own power.

Symbolic of this is the way the film depicts the Kohen Gadol.  There he is in his pompous regalia, strutting around like a king.  His sophisticated clothes reinforce his image as a ruler wielding his power.
What a distortion of the teachings of the Torah!  Our Torah this morning describes the clothes of the Kohen, and they have a very different meaning.

Lets analyze one garment in particular—the ephod.  The ephod was a type of cape or robe or apron that the Kohen wore when performing his service.  
More than any other garment, the ephod eventually symbolizes the depths of innocence and spirituality of the Kohen.  The ephod symbolizes sticking with one’s convictions and relying upon God even in the face of terrible evil.  Under the leadership of King David, the ephod will become the strongest weapon the Jewish people have.
The ephod will stand for: Purity, Sacrifice, and Promise.

Purity

When David first starts running away from King Saul, he takes immediate refuge in the city of Kohanim called Nov.  The head Kohen of the city unwittingly helps David out by giving him some bread to eat and a sword to fight with.  

Saul is furious with the city.  In a fit of rage, he commands that the city of Kohanim be killed.  The city is wiped out.  Va-yamat ba-yom ha-hu shemonim va-chamishah ish noseh efod bad.  Saul kills on that day 85 men who wore the linen ephod.  
By attacking the ephod, Saul attacked the symbol of purity.  In doing so he lost the moral imprimatur to be king.  It was like he attacked an innocent baby.  The kohanim wearing the ephod represented purity.

Sacrifice

When David hears about Nov, he immediately feels responsible.  “It is my fault,” David cried. David doesn’t just say these words, he acts as well.

While Saul was killing the Kohanim, the Philistines came down and raided the Jewish city of Keilah.  David commanded his men to go down and save the city.  His men refused.  They said, “Heneh anachnu poh yereim,” behold here we are afraid for our own lives, and you want us to go save someone else.  Nevertheless, David leads his men into battle and saves the city of Keilah.
At this point Saul hears that David is in Keilah.  Saul brings his army to track down David.  David is worried.  On the one hand, he is in a fortress, secure and safe.  On the other hand, he is afraid that he will endanger all of Keilah.  Can he remain in Keilah even though he will endanger the lives of the innocent people in the city?  Or must he put his own men at risk and leave the city?

David remembers the terrible fate of the Kohanim of Nov.  He remembers how he endangered their innocent lives.  Wracked with self doubt, David calls for the ephod.  “Hagishah ha-ephod, bring me the ephod.”  David cries out to God, “Mevakesh Shaul lavo el keilah leshachet la-ir be-avuri, Saul wants to come to this city and destroy it on account of me.”  What should I do, he cries?  

The ephod symbolizes sacrifice.  David must not think about only his interests, but the interests of the innocent people as well.  With his leadership and greatness comes responsibility.  God tells him to leave the city.  The ephod teaches that the Kohen or the king must make major sacrifices on behalf of his people.
Promise

The ephod is not just a symbol of purity and sacrifice; it also carries with it a promise.  Because it represented our purity, because it contained our sacrifice, in the end it will carry our glory.
This is the lesson that David teaches.  After years of struggle, David finally restores the glory to Israel.  He carries the ark to Jerusalem.  Ve-David mekharker bekhol oz lifnei Hashem, ve-david chagur ephod bad.  It is David’s finest moment.  He is dancing in all of his glory before God.  At this moment, the text tells us that David wears nothing except for his linen ephod.

The strongest weapons in the world can’t defeat the strength of moral convictions.  We say everyday the pasuk, eleh va-rechev ve-elh basusim ve-anakhnu beshem Hashem elokeinu nazkir.”  They will gout to war with their chariots and horses, and we will call out to God.  This doesn’t mean that God will perform a miracle and save us.  It means that the strength of our beliefs will lead us to victory.

The ephod with its purity is the reason for David’s victory.  

In the end, the symbolism that the ephod carried with it was the greatest weapon of David. It represented what he stood for. It represented his essence.  It represented the sacrifices he made.  It represented the future promises of his kingdom.
The ephod represents relying upon our convictions, having faith in our convictions, and the promise that in the end our convictions will lead us to glory.

As we begin the month of Nissan it is vital that we internalize this lesson.  The story is told the Brisker Rav was once watching his grandmother clean for Pesach.  Noticing that she was cleaning the floors with excessive care, he said, “You know that according to the Shulchan Arukh you are not required to do all that.” She said, “If we relied upon the Shulchan Arukh, we’d all be eating chametz on Pesach.”

As much as we prepare our houses through cleaning them before Pesach, we must remember that the main point is to prepare ourselves spiritually for Pesach.

These are the days to return to our convictions; these are the times to internalize what it means to be a Jew.

The book of Nehemiah tells the following story.  Va-yehi be-chodesh Nissan, it was in the month of Nissan.  Nehemiah was a very high official of the King in Shushan.  One day, he brought the king some wine, and the king noticed that Nehemiah was sad.  Nehemiah explained, “madua lo yiru panai,” how can my face not be sad when my city lies desolate.

Nehemiah woke up at that moment and remembered what it meant to be Jewish.  It didn’t mean being the king’s wine bearer.  It meant not celebrating in the palace of the king, while his city of Jerusalem lay desolate.

It’s not a coincidence that Nehemiah woke up in the month of Nissan.  Nissan is the time to reevaluate our ideals and convictions.  It is the time to remind ourselves of our national destiny.
Remember why Moshe asked to leave Egypt.  He kept saying to Pharaoh, let us celebrate our holiday.  Let us worship our God.  The key to freedom was reasserting our beliefs.
The story is told that Palestinian terrorists who were imprisoned during the first intifada gained strength when they saw Israeli soldiers eating bread on Pesach.  They recognized that our convictions were beginning to weaken.

This is both the lesson and challenge of the ephod.  The key to our ultimate destiny lies not in our tanks, but in our Matzah.  To dance like David with the ephod…that should be our goal this Pesach. 
