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Of all the brutal scenes of carnage that we saw this week, there was one that struck me the most.  

A soldier in Tzahal, Osher Damari was killed in the city of Nablus.  The media reported that hundreds of Palestinians gathered at the scene of the explosion to view parts of his leg and many reacted with celebratory chants.  

One of the most barbaric features of this war against Israel is the way the death of a Jew is celebrated by the enemy—sweets are routinely handed out upon hearing about a suicide bombing.  

When I heard of Osher’s death, I immediately thought of Vadim Norjitz and Yossi Avrahami.  They were killed together in October, 2000.  You might not remember their names.  But surely you remember their story.  They were on the way to an army base when they took a wrong turn and ended up by accident in Ramallah.  A mob literally beat them to death.  Throwing their dead bodies out of a window and beating them after they were dead with iron poles.  After beating them to death, one man, Aziz Tzalha, came to an open window to show a cheering mob his blood stained hands.

These scenes are so grotesque they are literally biblical.  In just a short time on Tisha Be-Av we will read the book of Eichah, which is traditionally attributed to the prophet Jeremiah.  Jeremiah recounts the devastation of Israel by the Babylonians.  
“Safku alayikh kapayim kol ovrei derekh.  All that pass you by clap their hands [as a taunt.] Sharku va-yaniu rosham al bat yerushalayim.  They hiss and wag their head at the daughter of Jerusalem.  Hazot hair she-yomru kelilat yofi masos lekhol haaretz.  Is this the city that men called the perfection of beauty, the joy of the whole earth?”
This week we have seen the taunting, the hissing, and the wagging of the heads.   Hezbollah and Hamas celebrate every death; taunting us as Gilad Shalit, Eldad Regev, and Ehud Goldwasser stay captured.  
Recall the image of Nasrallah holding a press conference at the beginning of the war and laughing as he spoke.  As bodies are decimated, he fulfills the biblical role of an enemy laughing at us.
When the days become dark with death, what can we do?  We believe that the path to light lies in the Torah.  In searching the Torah we see at least two responses that we must have.

We are told this Shabbat that the tribes of Reuven, Gad, and half of Menashe ask to remain on the eastern side of the Jordan River.  Rather than enter the Holy Land, they choose to live where the grass for their animals is greener and their lives are just a little bit cushier.  Moshe allows them to do this, but only after they promise to be the vanguard in the fight for the Holy Land.  

They say to Moshe: ve-anachnu neichaletz chushim lifnei benei yisrael; we will go out armed in front of the children of Israel.  These tribes ultimately do not settle in the land of Canaan, but they do fight for the land.  They are the brave ones who go first into battle.

Living here in America, we are hardly the vanguard.  Just the opposite!  The vanguards in this war are the soldiers of the IDF and everyday citizens of Israel whose very existence sanctifies the name of heaven.  
But if we can’t be the vanguard, one response we must have is to be a part of the struggle.  No one can tell you how to be a part of this struggle; everyone has a different strength.  Some might volunteer for Tzahal, others might go on solidarity missions.  We should be especially proud of the kids from our shul who are in Israel this summer—Alena, Caroline, Matt, Gabrielle--and with unanimity demand to remain in Israel for the summer.  But not everyone can go to Israel right now and not everyone can be a military hero.
Everyone must find their niche.  Some might send money, others might write letters or go on internet chat groups to represent Israel, and others might protest publicly, but we must all be part of the struggle.  Life cannot go on as usual while our brothers and sisters are dying in the streets.  This is the message of Reuven, Gad, and Menashe.  
This is one response that we must have.  But there is another response that we must have as well.

The book of Eichah begins with utter desolation but it ends on a different note.  It surveys the enemies who surround the Jewish people, and it notes that their future is doomed.  Then the prophet states, “Hashiveinu Hashem eilekhah ve-nashuva, chadeish yameinu ke-kedem, return us to you Hashem and we shall return, renew our days as old.”
While this war is currently being fought with bombs, our ultimate strength will not come from our bombs, or tanks, or jets.  Our ultimate strength will come from the clarity of our moral strength.

While a military response to Hezbollah is clearly needed, ultimately it is the spiritual response that will guide us.  

Hezbollah calls itself the “Party of God,” but by the teachings of Torah they are the party that desecrates God.  They are the ones who use children as shields, celebrate death, and bring rockets into mosques.

The Torah’s approach to spiritual strength is to use introspection, soul searching, and repentance; to constantly examine ourselves; to repent and seek God’s presence so that we can grow with God.   
Again, everyone has to find their own path to God in these days.  But everyone should seek a path.  For some it will be through the traditional teachings of Torah and our rabbis.

For some it will be to work on increasing the unity amongst our people.  One of the positive stories to come from Israel this week is how united the home front stands.  This unity has given great strength to Tzahal.
Here in America, we might take the time to study or teach others.  We might learn more about Tzionut, or our spiritual connection to the land of Israel.  We might reaffirm for ourselves why this land is so special and so important.

Or we might study the history of our enemies trying to kill us—whether the attack came from Babylonians, Romans, Crusaders, Nazis, or Arabs. 

The strongest response to attacks upon us is the response of more than 200 Americans this week who took a one way flight to Israel this week.  As part of an organization called Nefesh b’Nefesh they decided to make aliyah.  
As I was reading about them this week, I came across a quote form an old friend, who graduated from the University of Maryland and was on that plane to Israel.  

Some of you might know Darren Schneider.  This is what he said:

"The goal of the terrorists like Hamas and Hizbullah is to wipe Israel off the map and destroy the Jewish presence here. So the fact that an airplane full of Jews landed shows them look, it doesn't matter what you do, there will always be more of us.”
These are true heroes who are declaring that their spiritual strength will guide us past any katusha rocket.  They are the ones who are the ultimate vanguard.
