Close Down The PLO’s Park Avenue Office

On Thursday, August, 15, the New York City Council overwhelmingly passed a resolution seeking the closure of the PLO offices in New York City.  This resolution first proposed by Bronx council member, Oliver Koppel, calls upon the Federal Government to label the Palestinian Authority as a terrorist organization, and thus to close the PLO’s Park Avenue offices.  

Forty council members voted in favor of the resolution, with only four voting against it.  This lopsided vote came in spite the fact that both Mayor Bloomberg and Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage, have been critical of this resolution.  Mayor Bloomberg has argued repeatedly that as host city to the United Nations, New Yorkers must allow diplomats residence in their backyard, even if they do not like their politics.  So too, Richard Armitage phoned Gifford Miller months ago and pressed him not to support the resolution “until negotiations between the warring parties have come to some sort of fruition.” Even some supporters of content of this resolution have dismissed it as a merely symbolic resolution, which falls outside of the mandate of the City Council. 

As strong supporters of this resolution, we obviously disagree.  When the Koppel resolution was first proposed this past January, we argued that the PLO office was a threat to the daily lives of Jews in New York City, and to all New Yorkers as well.  The PLO office could conceivably be plotting and coordinating terrorist activities at this very moment.  Furthermore, the office stands as a symbol of terrorist activity and thus, its very presence inspires future terrorist acts.

With great sadness we say that our words are ringing truer and truer every day.  Over the past eight months, there have been so many terrorist acts sponsored by Arafat himself that President Bush has declared that Arafat’s regime is compromised by terror.  After September 11, 2001 there is only one international leader whose regime claim responsibility for terrorist acts with great impunity and on an ongoing basis, and that is Arafat through his murderous Al Aksa brigade. 

Subsequent to President Bush’s remarks condemning Arafat’s regime, the Al Aksa brigade released a statement suggesting that there would be future terrorist attacks upon Jewish and American establishments.  Even more ominous were words heard at a pro-Palestinian rally held in March in Washington where speakers spoke of President Bush as a murderer, and declared that it is time for the Intifada to be brought to the White House.

We know that terrorist regimes will not hesitate to use their political offices as cover for supporting terrorist activity.  On July 18, 1994 the AMIA building in Argentina was bombed and eighty-six people were killed.  It is widely believed that the Iranian embassy in Argentina was directly involved in coordinating that attack.  Just recently ABC news reported that two Iranian diplomats were expelled from New York for extensive video taping of sensitive locations. The recent shooting at LAX of innocent Jews shows what happens when symbols that inspire terrorism are allowed to remain standing.  How many more signals do we need?

The City Council’s resolution allowed our local elected officials to go on record and denounce terrorism and symbols of terrorism.  The threat of terrorism is not only from Osama bin Laden but from Yasser Arafat as well.  As Palestinian rhetoric has already promised, if Arafat’s terror cells will not be destroyed, terrorist bombers will come here again and again.  Especially after September 11, 2001, New Yorkers have the moral authority and responsibility to speak out loudly against terrorism.

Even more significantly, the resolution explains why this matter is very much the business of the New York City Council.  The resolution states: “As a government entity that shelters terrorist groups, the offices of the Palestinian Authority may pose a danger to New Yorkers, and it is the responsibility of the Council of the City of New York to protect the safety of New Yorkers.”  As long as the PLO has an office on 65th and Park, New Yorkers are not safe from the threat of terror.  Consequently, New Yorkers have now loudly declared that the PLO is not welcome in our city.
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